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P R O J E C T  D E S C R I P T I O N
A gather ing p lace for  Mormon fa i thfu l  throughout  the region,  the LDS Ph i ladelphia Pennsy lvania Temple i s  in  the heart  of  th i s  h i s tor ic  c i ty. 
Th i s  temple ser ves  as  a  sp i r i tual  gather ing p lace for  members  of  the church throughout  Pennsy lvania and New Jersey and i s  the insp i red 
re su l t  of  met icu lous,  in -depth s tudy of  per iod archi tecture and the h i s tor ic  Ph i ladelphia urban fabr ic  dat ing back to  the n ineteenth 
centur y.

Clad in  cut  s tone,  the temple i s  h igh ly  detai led in  the Neoclass ical  rev ival  s ty le  of  Amer ican Georgian archi tecture.  Bo ld l ines  are capped 
by two soar ing sp i res .  The mass ing of  the bui ld ing responds  to  the adjacent  Renaissance Revival  icons  of  the Ph i ladelphia F ree L ibrar y 
and the Fami ly  Courts  Bu i ld ing.  The Br i t i sh - inf luenced Late-Georgian Sty le  was  se lected as  a  guide for  the temple’s  archi tectura l  inter iors . 
The  Amer ican interpretat ion of  th i s  s ty le  was  meant  to  ref lect  ancient  not ions  of  democracy,  c i t i zensh ip,  and f reedom of  re l ig ion.  S imple 
mater ia l s ,  unemb el l i shed,  but  wi th  the endur ing forms of  ancient  temples  came to symbol i ze  a l l  that  was  new and great  about  our 
f le dgl ing nat ion.  Class ical  archi tectura l  orders  are used to  emphas ize the patron’s  journey through the temple.  Beginn ing at  the entr y, 
the  detai l  of  the t r im and columns i s  in  the s tate ly  and s imple Dor ic  order.  Spaces  become more formal i zed as  patrons  t ravel  through 
the  second and th i rd  f loors  as  the t r im and columns become s l ight ly  more embel l i shed in  the Ion ic  order.  F inal ly,  l ight  colors  and the r ich 
ornament  of  the Cor inth ian order  are reser ved for  the most  reverent  spaces  –  the Celest ia l  Room and fourth  f loor  Seal ing Rooms. 

The  s tone was or ig inal ly  se lected f rom a quarr y  in  China which the Chinese government  c losed in  the middle of  the des ign process . 
After  an exhaust ive search and compar i son between several  d i f ferent  s tone species,  a  se lect ion was  made and the work  began.  The 
arc hi tectura l  drawings  and detai l s  for  the exter ior  envelope were done in  cons iderable detai l  which shortened the t ime and ef for t 
ne e ded to  prepare the shop drawings  and cutt ing t ickets .  A l l  the detai l s  of  t radi t ional  archi tecture after  the Cor inth ian order  are present 
in  fu l l  re l ief .  The large f luted p i lasters  are fu l l  th ickness  cubic s tone as  are the car ved acanthus  leaf  capita ls .  The ornamental  window 
sur rounds,  the rust icated base and the two s tepped towers  are a l l  in  cubic s tone.  A del iberate ef for t  was  made to  have th i s  bu i ld ing be 
t rue  to  the h i s tor ic  c lass ical  detai l s .  However,  there was  an ef for t  made to  maximize the use of  th inner  (3cm) veneer  s tone to  save the 
expe nse of  the cubic s tone.  The des ign team worked carefu l ly  wi th  the s t ructura l  engineers  to  des ign the bui ld ing to  be able to  carr y 
the  heavy loads  of  the th ick  s tone veneer  –  some of  the p ieces  weigh over  5000 lbs .  The fabr icat ion and car v ing completed by the s tone 
masons  were cons i s tent  wi th  the des igner’s  v i s ion.

I t  was  a chal lenge to  keep the bui ld ing weather  t ight  whi le  the windows and s tone took addit ional  t ime to  ar r ive and insta l l .  There was 
care fu l  coordinat ion of  a l l  the parts  of  the envelope made poss ib le  by the cohes ion of  ever y  team member.
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Philadelphia Temple, Rendering.
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Philadelphia Temple, Night. Photo © By Intellectual Reserve, Inc
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Philadelphia Temple, Day. Photo © By Intellectual Reserve, Inc
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Philadelphia Temple, Exterior Detail. Photo © By Intellectual Reserve, Inc
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Philadelphia Temple, Stone Work Corner Detail. Photo © By Intellectual Reserve, Inc
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Philadelphia Temple, Stone Work Wall Detail. Photo © By Intellectual Reserve, Inc
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Philadelphia Temple, Stone Work Window Detail. Photo © By Intellectual Reserve, Inc
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Philadelphia Temple, Entry. Photo © By Intellectual Reserve, Inc
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Philadelphia Temple, Hallway. Photo © By Intellectual Reserve, Inc
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Philadelphia Temple, Sealing Room. Photo © By Intellectual Reserve, Inc
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Philadelphia Temple, Celestial Room. Photo © By Intellectual Reserve, Inc
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Philadelphia Temple, Sunset. Photo © By Intellectual Reserve, Inc
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Site Plan
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South Elevation 
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East Elevation
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Part ial  North Elevation 

RECEIVED FROM SUBCONTRACTOR
10/29/2013

L.F. Driscoll Company, LLC

DRAWING REVIEW BY L.F. DRISCOLL COMPANY, LLC (WITH CORRECTIONS AS NOTED, IF 
ANY). REVIEW DOES NOT RELIEVE SUBCONTRACTOR OF RESPONSIBILITY TO COMPLY WITH 
ALL REQUIREMENTS OF ALL CONTRACT DOCUMENTS APPLICABLE TO SUBCONTRACTOR'S 
WORK OR TO MEET ALL JOB CONDITIONS INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE TAKING OF 
ALL NECESSARY FIELD MEASUREMENTS.

10/29/2013
Submittal Package:   044200.010                        _

L.F. Driscoll Company, LLC
JENNIFER BURKE

Specification Reference:   044200 - 1.5B             _

CONFORMS                                      ACTION NOT REQUIRED
     RE: NOTES                                        SUBMIT SPECIFIED ITEM

   DOES NOT CONFORM                     REVISE & SUBMIT

This submittal does not relieve the contractor from complying
with the requirements of the contractdocuments. This review is
 only for general conformance with the design concept of the
project and general compliance with the information given in the
contract documants. The contractor is reponsible for: Confirming
and correlating all quantities and dimansions, selecting fabrication
processes and techniques of construction, coordinating his or
her work with that of all other trades and performing all work in a
satisfactory manner.

FFKR Architects/Planners II
11/05/2013
arrinholt

Date:
By:
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East Tower North Vaneer Plan

RECEIVED FROM SUBCONTRACTOR
04/29/2014

L.F. Driscoll Company, LLC

DRAWING REVIEW BY L.F. DRISCOLL COMPANY, LLC (WITH CORRECTIONS AS NOTED, IF 
ANY). REVIEW DOES NOT RELIEVE SUBCONTRACTOR OF RESPONSIBILITY TO COMPLY WITH 
ALL REQUIREMENTS OF ALL CONTRACT DOCUMENTS APPLICABLE TO SUBCONTRACTOR'S 
WORK OR TO MEET ALL JOB CONDITIONS INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE TAKING OF 
ALL NECESSARY FIELD MEASUREMENTS.

04/29/2014
Submittal Package:   044200.039 _

L.F. Driscoll Company, LLC
JENNIFER BURKE

Specification Reference:   044200 - 1.5B            _

NO EXCEPTIONS FURNISH AS CORRECTED
REJECTED REVISE AND RESUBMIT

SUBMIT SPECIFIED ITEM

A R C H I T E C T S 05/19/2014
arrinholt

Date:
By:

This review is only for general conformance with the design concept and the information given 
in the Construction Documents. Corrections or comments made on the shop drawings during 
this review do not relieve the Contractor from compliance with the requirements of the plans and 
specifications and applicable laws, codes and regulations. Review of a specific item shall not 
include review of an assembly of which the item is a component. Review of such submittals is 
not for the purpose of determining the accuracy and completeness of other information such as 
dimensions, quantities, and installation or performance of equipment or systems, which are the 
Contractor’s responsibility. The Architect’s review shall not constitute approval of safety 
precautions or, unless otherwise specifically stated by the Architect, of any construction means, 
methods, techniques, sequences or procedures. Coordinate the Work with that of all other 
trades and perform all Work in a safe and satisfactory manner.

F F K R  
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Car ved Window Drawing and Completed Car ving
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Item:

NO EXCEPTIONS                       FURNISH AS CORRECTED
REJECTED                                 REVISE AND RESUBMIT

                                                             SUBMIT SPECIFIED ITEM

A R C H I T E C T S 06/17/2014
arrinholt

Date:
By:

This review is only for general conformance with the design concept and the information given 
in the Construction Documents. Corrections or comments made on the shop drawings during 
this review do not relieve the Contractor from compliance with the requirements of the plans and 
specifications and applicable laws, codes and regulations. Review of a specific item shall not 
include review of an assembly of which the item is a component. Review of such submittals is 
not for the purpose of determining the accuracy and completeness of other information such as 
dimensions, quantities, and installation or performance of equipment or systems, which are the 
Contractor’s responsibility. The Architect’s review shall not constitute approval of safety 
precautions or, unless otherwise specifically stated by the Architect, of any construction means, 
methods, techniques, sequences or procedures. Coordinate the Work with that of all other 
trades and perform all Work in a safe and satisfactory manner.

F F K R  
  

NO EXCEPTIONS                       FURNISH AS CORRECTED
REJECTED                                 REVISE AND RESUBMIT

                                                             SUBMIT SPECIFIED ITEM

A R C H I T E C T S 06/17/2014
arrinholt

Date:
By:

This review is only for general conformance with the design concept and the information given 
in the Construction Documents. Corrections or comments made on the shop drawings during 
this review do not relieve the Contractor from compliance with the requirements of the plans and 
specifications and applicable laws, codes and regulations. Review of a specific item shall not 
include review of an assembly of which the item is a component. Review of such submittals is 
not for the purpose of determining the accuracy and completeness of other information such as 
dimensions, quantities, and installation or performance of equipment or systems, which are the 
Contractor’s responsibility. The Architect’s review shall not constitute approval of safety 
precautions or, unless otherwise specifically stated by the Architect, of any construction means, 
methods, techniques, sequences or procedures. Coordinate the Work with that of all other 
trades and perform all Work in a safe and satisfactory manner.

F F K R  
  


